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timber and minerals, while Leningrad itself is the third most
important industrial region of the Soviet Union, and as such
is able to absorb a large proportion of the resources of the
lands lying to the north.
Generally, therefore, the north-western lakes region may be
described as a lowland of granites, lakes, swamps, and forests,
possessing great mineral wealth and large resources of timber
and water power, and not suffering from a lack of transport
facilities or difficulty of access to either large industrial centres
or the foreign market.
Occupations
Lumbering and the Associated Industries. More than three-
fourths of the region is forested, so that the main occupations
of the people are associated with the lumber industry. The
Finno-Karelian Republic is the most important timber-
producing area. A journey across the country by aeroplane
reveals a landscape of dark green, broken here and there by
the silver gleam of rivers and lakes, or the brighter green of
meadows. Very occasionally it is possible to see a group of
fields or a village. But large areas are quite unpopulated,
and most of the lumber settlements lie close to the railway or
to the rivers and the Baltic-White Sea Canal.
Much of the tree-felling is done during winter, when the'
logs are prepared for transport along the lakes and rivers as
soon as the spring thaw comes. A large proportion of the
work is now done by mechanical means. Trees are cut by
motor-driven saws and hauled by powerful tractors along
prepared ice roads. The men work in brigades and live in
large wooden barracks, or log houses. Each lumber camp
also has its co-operative store, school, and hospital, as well
as a club where the men can spend their leisure hours.
The timber is floated down to saw-mills, usually situated
at a point on the river where electric power can be obtained
from rapids or a swiftly flowing current, and where there is
convenient transport. Thus there are a number of saw-mills
along the coast of the White Sea, and along the northern and
western shores of Lake Ladoga. At Kondopoga, situated at